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thinking about avoiding criti-
cism, or gaining praise, or try-
ing to hit a goal. or seeing what
my future could be, that is too big
— adding too much to what I'm al-
ready carrying.”

All-consuming

In the midst of filming Sea
son 5, Jenkins has in the back of
his mind that he's still got Sea-
sons 6 and 7 over the horizon -
that he’s got to raise the money
to produce them, write the epi-
sodes and get his actors back in
front of the cameras. :

When people ask me how I'm
doing, or if I'm excited, or how
1 feel about things, I alway
111 let you know in 2027 or so,
when we're finally finished with
a1l of this.™ he said.

Jenkins is not just writing,
producing and directing “The
Chosen™ — he's also the co-found-
er and chairman of the board of
+ film company with 65 employ
ves that is “growing faster than
we can keep up with. And then
I've also got to make the show
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Director Dallas Jenkins, left, works with Jonathan Rournie, who plays Jesus, during taping of Season 2 of “The Chosen.”

and sell the show. And we have
to create things from scratch be-
cause we don't have a studio or a
network behind us.”

1t has, quite simply, consumed
Jenkins' life. He recalled reading
a book that quoted David Benioff
and D.B. Weiss, the showrun-
ners of “Game of Thrones,” say-
ing “that pretty much for eight
years, all they did was that show.

They just lived and breathed it
year-round. And I really identi-
fied with that.”

It’s been both “the hardest™
time for Jenkins and his family.
and the “most rewarding.”

“But, yeah,” he said, =it is an
all-consuming thing. ... But it's
tough to complain when it's hav
ing the kind of impact that it's
having”

Jenkins theorizes that the
reason “The Chosen™ has struck
a chord with so many peo-
ple is “the way that we're do
ing this portrayal of Jesus and
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the disciples as living, breathing
human beings — as opposed to
stained glass windows.” He said
he’s received positive feedback
from viewers who range in age
from 6 to 90.

One of the extras in Goshen
told him her 8-year-old is a “huge
fan." Another told him, throug|
tears, that his mother — who died
the previous week at the age of 91

“kept telling me that | needed
to tell Dallas when I meet him on
the set that he needs to keep go-
ing and that the show changed
her life. And that she was watch:
ing it on her phone in the hospi
tal. And this woman was 91 years
old. ..

“And so that gives you an in
dication that generation, cul
ture, language all over the world
doesn't seem to be a barrier.”

It's going great

Production on Season 5 is “go
ing great,” Jenkins said. “Really
every day has been going very,
very well. We're on time, on
budget. The scenes look incred-
ible. I don't get ahead of myself
I'll have a better answer for you
when the season’s over. But right
now, we really are feeling bless

As of mid-May, they’re about a

month into production on Season
5. Which Is scheduled to wrap at
the end of July.
“And then we've got two more
seasons after that. This is a sev
en-season show,” he said. “So we
are on the back half. But there’s
still a lot of work to be done.”

And, even though he'd like
Utah weather to be a bit nicer
or at least more consistent — he's
not really complaining. And he is
thankful that he can use the Lat
ter-day Saints sets.

“Theyre so hospitable. It looks
beautiful.” Jenkins said. “I mean,
obviously, the mountains and the
desert — it really does look like
first-century Israel. And it's been
an extraordinary backdrop for us.”

Even though “the wind comes
and goes on a whim.” which
makes filming “challenging. But
1 think that's part of it. I think it
shows on the screen. I think it
makes it feel authentic. It's hard,
yes, but it's worth it.”




